
James 2:14-19 Study Guide 

 
In this section James discusses deeds as the outward expression or evidence of our faith. James’ 

point is that living and active faith in us will show itself through the way we live. Imagine 

believing in Jesus and claiming to be a Christian but having never changed the way you lived 

since you were baptized. Why would that not make sense? 

 

 

 

James is not saying that we are saved as a reward to our deeds. He is not saying God will save us 

if we do enough good. He does say that living and active faith will be demonstrated by visible 

deeds and a difference in the way we live. James uses the example meeting someone who is 

hungry and needing clothing. What does James say is an unacceptable way to treat that person? 

 

 

 

What makes that unacceptable for a Christian to treat someone that way? 

 

 

 

The way we act reflects what is on the inside. Someone who treats another person poorly does 

not understand just how valuable that other person is to God and shows that their faith is weak or 

non-existent. What does James say that faith without action is? 

 

 

That would imply that a living, active, and vibrant faith would be one that is outwardly visible 

and accompanied by action. Jesus was not a well wisher. Jesus was a man of action and his 

action was based on his mission and how he valued others. What does it mean to be a “disciple 

of Jesus Christ”? 

 

 

 

If Jesus was a man of action, then we are to be people of action. If Jesus embraced the poor and 

hurting then we too need to embrace the poor and  hurting. When our faith produces action, we 

are showing that we understand what it means to have faith in Christ and be a follower/disciple 

of Christ. 

 

What areas of your faith need strengthened? 

 

 

 

In what areas do you believe your faith is strong? 

 

 

 

What opportunities do you have before you to let your faith show through with good deeds? 


