
James 2:20-26 Study Guide 

 
In these verses James continues to talk about how faith and works goes hand in hand. He uses 

two examples. The first example is Abraham. What did God tell Abraham to do? (James 2:21 & 

Genesis 22:2) 

 

 

 

How would that be a tremendous test of faith? 

 

 

 

Previously, God promised Abraham that he would have a son and that son would have children 

that would eventually turn into a great nation (Genesis 15:1-6). Abraham believed this promises 

as it says in Genesis 15:6. So when God told Abraham to take Isaac, who did not yet have 

children of his own, and sacrifice him Abraham had enough faith to do what God said. What 

would it say about Abraham’s faith if he said, “God I believe your promise that I will have 

descendants through Isaac…but I don’t believe you enough to sacrifice him like you told me to 

do.”? 

 

 

 

Elsewhere we learn that Abraham believed so strongly in God that he figured God would raise 

Isaac from the dead if he sacrificed him (Hebrews 11:18-19). Faith is only faith if it is active. 

Faith must produce new actions within us. 

 

Do you believe the promises God has made to you? Do you believe he will forgive your sins? Do 

you believe he will resurrect you from the dead in the last day? Do you believe just in your 

head…or does can your belief be seen in the things you do? 

 

 

 

The second example of faith in action James points to is Rahab (James 2:25). What did Rahab do 

that showed she had faith? 

 

 

 

What if Rahab had just thought, “well, God can save you. I better not involve myself in this.” 

The spies in Joshua 2 & 6 would have died. Remember what James said in 2:16 – we can’t just 

say to poor people to be well fed and clothed. We have to take action and realize that we have 

responsibility because of our faith in God and Christ. 

 

What responsibilities do you have because you believe in Christ? 

 

 

What areas have you been quick to take action in and which areas have been slower? 


