
James 5:13-20 Study Guide 

This last section is one of the most famous in James. In this section James gives us a series of things to 
do under various circumstances. The one that comes up the most is prayer. What things does James 
encourage them to pray about in these verses? 
 
 
 
 
James is saying prayer is effective. It is hard to tell because sometimes we pray to God and don’t see 
instant results and sometimes never get an answer. Sometimes we pray for sick people but do we really 
expect God to heal them through a prayer more than through a doctor or a medication? Obviously God 
can use doctors but the point is, our faith is in God and so we pray to him for help and healing. James is 
saying in 5:15 that prayer really does work…there can be a visible, physical result because of God 
answering our prayers for the sick. 
 
What other kind of healing does he say prayer can bring in 5:16? Do you pray more for physical healing 
or spiritual healing (from sin)? Why? 
 
 
 
“The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective” (5:16). That is one of the most quoted verses 
in James. Obviously this is true of women as well and not just of men. How does it make you feel that 
when you pray, something really is happening? 
 
 
 
He concludes talking about bringing reconciliation of other people with God.  What is the result of 
bringing someone to repentance (5:20)? 
 
 
 
Does this motivate you to talk to the people you know who need God the most? 
 
 
 
Concluding questions: 
What has stood out most to you in the book of James? 
 
 
What is something you learn that changes the way you see God, others, or yourself? 
 
 
What one thing can you put into practice that is in line with what James has taught us in this letter? 


