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Introduction 

 
I. Who wrote Mark? 

 Mark – early tradition (120 AD) has it that John Mark (of Acts 12) who went on 

missionary journeys with Paul and Barnabas wrote this Gospel. 

 Tradition has it that he spent time with Peter in Rome (1 Peter 5:13 – links Peter 

and Mark in Rome) and wrote down the stories he heard from Peter. When Peter 

got out of prison in Acts 12 he did go to John Mark‟s house. 

 Many have identified Mark with the man who fled naked at Jesus‟ arrest because 

it seems like a random detail. Mark is probably highlighting just how chaotic the 

scene was that the urge was to “get out of there” even if it meant fleeing naked. 

 Because he heard these stories over time and probably not quite in order the order 

of Mark‟s gospel is not written to be an exact chronology of events. It is more like 

“pearls on a string” – each story for a purpose that can be held up and examined 

by itself but it is important to examine the string that connects them as well. 

 In the church we have tended to examine the pearls apart from the string – small 

bits of content (less than 20 verses at a time) apart from the larger story. There is 

something valuable about examining the string as well.  

II. Purpose of Mark 

 Mark‟s purpose is to advance the story of Jesus. He places stories together for 

reasons. He mentions prophesies that are later fulfilled. He brings up conflict that 

finds resolution. Events that are alluded to find their place in the narrative. 

o The original hearers would have heard the whole thing in one sitting, out 

loud. 

o It is hard to get the feel of the plot, the rising of tension and the release of 

it, the prophesies and fulfillments, the character development, etc if you 

read it in one chapter each week. 

o Assignment – this week, read the entire book of Mark out loud and with 

someone if you can. Scripture was never meant to be read alone and 

silently. We have turned it into an individual activity. It was meant to be 

read in community. 

 This was not written as an evangelistic piece – it was written to Christians and 

churches undergoing real life problems who needed their faith renewed. 

III. Structure of Mark 

 The structure feeds on itself: 

o Chapters 1-8 deal with discipleship: how to follow Jesus and his authority 

through submissive faith 

o Chapters 9-16 deal with Jesus‟ suffering and sacrifice – which comes back 

to discipleship – following Jesus will also involve suffering and sacrifice.  



 This is a story that is going somewhere – it is moving/has a destination - with 

the disciples and their own faults and failures to understand as they travel with the 

one who has power to do these great things – they eventually fully understand 

who he is. The hope is that we too have decided to follow Jesus and as we journey 

with these men, we too will have our understanding of the Son of God enriched 

and our relationship with him enhanced. 

Structure of Mark 
 

 
 

Themes 
Jesus the Christ/Messiah: 

 Mark tells us in the first verse (Mark 1:1) what it takes the disciples 8 chapters to 

figure out – this is a story about the good news (Mark 1:14-15 – this is the center 

of Jesus‟ own message) concerning Jesus the Messiah (Christos = anointed one). 

Being anointed means you have been set apart for a specific purpose. 

Jesus‟ suffering  

and sacrifice  

(chapters 9-16) 

Refines our 

understanding of 

discipleship – Christ 

followers will also 

have to suffer and 

sacrifice which leads 

to a deeper level of 

discipleship. 

Discipleship through 

submission  

(chapters 1-8) 

M.Dabbs 



 Chosen for what purpose? 

o 1 Peter 1:18-21 – Redeemed by the blood of the lamb who was chosen 

before the foundation of the world. 

o The firstborn spotless lamb is destined for sacrifice. That is how it was 

with Christ. 

 He was chosen to be sacrificed for our sins but also to be the firstborn from 

among the dead. 

 As his ministry unfolds it becomes more and more obvious who he is: 

o He teaches with authority (Mark 1:22, 27) 

 His message is repentance and good news – not either/or but 

both/and 

o He has authority over the spiritual realm: 

 Authority to forgive sins (Mark 2:10) 

 Authority over demons and evil spirits (Mark 1:21ff) 

o He has authority over nature: 

 Walks on water (6:45ff) 

 Raises the dead (5:35ff) 

 Heals the leper (1:40-45) 

 Gives sight to the blind (Mark 8:22ff) 

o He has authority over death: 

 John 10:17-18 

 It is there in principle in Mark through the resurrection narrative. 

 Messianic Secret - In Mark we have Jesus portrayed as one who is going around 

doing Messianic things but doesn‟t want the secret to come out until the proper 

time. 

o 1:24-25 – The demons know who he is 

o 1:40-45 Jesus heals a man with leprosy and tells him not to tell anyone 

what has happened. 

o 3:12 – evil spirits know who Jesus is and he commands them not to tell 

others his identity. 

o 5:21-43 Jesus raises a girl from the dead and he tells the people not to tell 

anyone (5:43). 

o 8:30 – Great confession and then 8:32 – Jesus spoke plainly to them. 

 Break in the narrative – he opens up about what is to come and 

what it means. 

 Why keep it a secret? The Son of God comes on the scene and he is cautious 

about telling people who he is….I thought he wanted us to tell everyone about 

who he was. Why would Jesus be so secretive at first? 

o Look back at 1:40-45 and see the result of this man disobeying Jesus‟ 

orders. 

o The people didn‟t have room yet for the true message of what the messiah 

was supposed to do. They didn‟t have him connected with Isaiah 53 yet. 

They thought he would be a conqueror. 

 

The reason it is a secret to begin with is because the reader is not quite ready to really get 

what Jesus has to say if they come to him with all sorts of different glasses on. So it starts 



out with a secret…we are given a hint here and a hint there and when we hit the end of 

chapter 8 we will find Jesus finally talking plainly to us.  

 

There is a story that unfolds throughout the Gospel of Mark that you cannot get by taking 

out a snippet here or a snippet there. You cannot get it a chapter at a time. It takes a 

walk/journey with Him. So, put aside all your presuppositions, all your forgone 

conclusions, all the boxes you have kept God in for all these years and see and hear him 

afresh.  

 

Hear the call of Jesus to follow him…Walk with him, talk with him, listen to what he has 

to say, watch him as he heals others, hear him predict things that come true before your 

eyes, see him on a cross, see him in the grave, see him living again. Let those lessons 

come back around and deepen your walk with him. 

 

Mark’s Narrative Tools: 

 Markan Sandwich – one stories is used to interpret another by coming back to it: 

o Cursing the fig tree (Mark 11:12-14, 20-21) with the cleansing of the 

temple in  between (Mark 11:15-19). 

o Indicates that the cleansing of the temple was basically a curse of temple 

worship and would come to an end. 

 Woman with the bleeding inserted into the story of healing Jairu‟s daughter – 

importance of faith (Mark 5) 

 Demon exorcism and disbelief by the scribes in Mark 3 is bracketed by judgment 

by Jesus‟ own family.[see ABD, Gospel of Mark 549] 

 Mark 8:22-38 – Vision vs. Blindness (physical and spiritual) 

Episode 1 – 8:22-26 (physical)  

 Just as parables used stories from the physical world to tell about spiritual 

things, here Jesus acts out an example (a physical example) of a parable with 

this blind man that will soon teach the disciples a lesson. 

o Partial healing 

o Full healing 

Episode 2 – 8:27-30 (spiritual) 

 Who is Jesus? What evidence did they have to base their answer on so far? 

 Two part question – what are they saying & what do you say? 

 8:29 – They finally get it! But not totally! Just as the blind man only partially 

received vision the first time – they only partially understand what it means 

for Jesus to be the messiah. 

o Partial understanding 

 8:31ff – full understanding. 

 

 



Gospel of Mark – Preparing the Way 
Mark 1:1-15 

 
1:1-8 – John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah/Christ, the Son of God…” (1:1) 

Mark lets us in on this secret at the very beginning but from here on out it will be 

shrouded in mystery and remain hidden until chapter 8 – from that point on Jesus will 

teach plainly. 

 Christ = Messiah = Anointed one 

o Mark 1:1 

o Mark 8:29 – Peter‟s confession 

o Mark 14:61 – his trial as a question 

o Mark 15:32 – As an insult on the cross 

 Son of God 

o Mark 1:1 

o Mark 3:11 – evil spirit recognizes him 

o Mark 5:7 – evil spirit 

o Mark 15:39 – soldier realizes he is the Son of God 

Notice how God initiates the events that kickoff Jesus‟ ministry: 

 He sends Jesus 

 He sent Isaiah and gave him the words of prophesy 800 years prior 

 He sent John the Baptist 

 Jesus is baptized: 

o He rips open the heavens 

o He sends down his spirit 

o God declares his approval of Jesus 

 He sends Jesus into the wilderness by the Spirit 

By the time Jesus speaks in 1:15 all are ready to hear what he has to say. 

 

Mark starts with 2 prophesies: 

 “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way.” (Mal 3:1) 

o I = God, messenger = John, your = Jesus 

o See Mal 3:1-4 (later in Malachi Elijah is prophesied (4:5) 

 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, „Prepare the way for the Lord, make 

straight paths for him.” (Isa 40:1-31 – notice the repetition of breath and spirit). 

This is God‟s plan – scriptures from old pointed to this moment. 

Stories were told – main points and key words were repeated often in the stories for 

emphasis. 

Didn‟t have TV, internet, etc but did have story. Biggest story of their people – Exodus. 

 the making of a Nation, the People of God. Liberation and freedom from slavery 

and Egypt. 

Why would this story strike a chord in the hearts of 1
st
 century Jews? 

 To a people under the slavery of the Romans – hope that God could do it again 

 Every year they would recite and remember the story of the Exodus.  



 Story -  through the blood of the lamb the people were liberated and able to cross 

over the water into transformative relationship with God Almighty. 

In the exodus God came to live with his people through the fire and the cloud and the 

tabernacle. The new expectation – God would send his messiah and dwell with his 

people.  

 

John the Baptist 

John came in the wilderness, baptizing in water – for repentance – recalling to God his 

people. 

John‟s baptism brought the forgiveness of sins? 

 So did the OT sacrifices in a since but they also pointed forward to something 

more and a more perfect sacrifice. Lev 4:20 – they will be forgiven. 

Jordan river – connected with entering the promised land. 

John‟s message – come through the water and be free. They had been going the way of 

Egypt/slavery and it was time to turn that around (N.T. Wright) 

John comes preaching and baptizing and his message is important – it points to someone 

with great authority. John serves as a witness and prophet to the coming of Jesus. 

Servant vs. son 

John fulfills the role of Elijah the prophet: 

 2 Kings 1:8 – he wore the same clothes. See also Zech 13:4 and Heb 11:37 

 Mal 4:5 – prophesy that Elijah must come before the Day of the Lord 

 Mark 9:11ff – John was Elijah (right after they saw Moses and Elijah on the 

mountain). 

 Mtt 11:13-15 – Jesus says he was the Elijah to come. 

 John himself did not understand that – John 1:21 

 Elijah was supposed to return to usher in the Great day of the Lord. 

Jesus will come and baptize with the Spirit: 

 This is probably in reference to what all Christians experience (1 Cor 12:13 – all 

Christians are baptized by/with/in the H.S. 

1:9-11 – The Baptism of Jesus 

 Why was Jesus baptized if he was perfect? 

o He is acting out the Exodus experience – symbolizing the liberation of the 

people from their sin. 

o Jesus didn‟t need to be washed – he was pointing to something greater. 

 He begins and ends his ministry in submission to God. 

 What Jesus lives out in his baptism will be played out and elaborated on 

throughout the rest of the gospel and will culminate with his death, burial, and 

resurrection. 

 This is my son - Psalm 2:7 – God‟s Son = Messiah 

 What does this have to say about our baptism? Does God say the same of us when 

we submit to it? – This is my child in whom I am well pleased? 

o When we are baptized the spiritual reality becomes just that much more 

real to us – we are in step with the Spirit and are keenly aware of God‟s 

presence in our lives. 



 Heavens are ripped open - At key moments in the story we get a glimpse into the 

reality of the spiritual world. The Jordan itself had been parted before but not the 

heavens above it – heavens being parted = God was about to speak/act 

 Jesus‟ authority and mission is confirmed by God and his Holy Spirit. 

1:12-13 – The testing of Jesus 
How is this story of Jesus similar to what happened after the Hebrews left Egypt? 

 Just as the Israelites crossed the Red Sea and went into the wilderness to grow in 

their relationship with God, Jesus goes into the wilderness where he was tested 

but there is a tension here because he is sent by the Spirit and attended to by 

angels – he knows God watches over him. 

How is our baptism often followed by testing? 

 The start of a race that is running against the way things used to be = not easy. 

 When you turn from Satan he is often waiting right there for you to trip you. 

We are struggling to understand the spiritual reality that is at work in the world. Through 

the Gospel of Mark we will get glimpses into it. 

Jesus resisting Satan had profound effect on the beginning of his ministry: 

 From here he will drive out an evil spirit (1:21ff) 

 See teaching in Mark 3:20-30 [which is also a Markan sandwich] 

o Jesus teaches about overcoming a strong man (Satan) and 

looting/plundering his house. That is what the ministry of Jesus is going to 

be. 

o Of course, Satan will have another shot at Jesus in the Garden and on the 

cross but Jesus will once again overcome. 

Jesus still hasn’t said a word… 

1:14-15 – Jesus Announces the Good News 

 Location – Galilee (north of Samaria and west of Sea of Galilee) 

o This is where much of Jesus ministry is going to take place 

 Time – after John had been arrested 

 Message – Kingdom of God is near and that demands a response. 

o This will be a dividing line between people in Mark as they side with 

Jesus and the Gospel/kingdom or the side with the world and the way 

things have always been. 

 

 



Beginnings 
Gospel of Mark 1:16-1:45 

 

Beginning of Galilean section (1:14-8:27) in which most of Jesus time is spent in Galilee 

(minus some sections of chapter 7-8 when Jesus is in Gentile territory). 

Gospel of John spends more time talking about Jesus fulfillment of their traditions (Feast 

days, temple, etc). Matthew, Mark, and Luke starts with a ministry in Galilee that finally 

moves toward Jerusalem where Jesus will suffer and die and be raised again. 

 

Isa 8:23/9:1 – some Jews believed the end times would start in the North of the promised 

land (See McKnight – Dictionary, 253) 

 

“Galilee” in Mark: 

 Mark 1:9 – “At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized 

by John in the Jordan.” 

 Mark 1:14 – “After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming 

the good news of God.” 

 Mark 1:16 – “As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his 

brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.” 

 Mark 1:28 – “News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.” 

 Mark 1:39 – “So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues 

and driving out demons.” 

 Mark 3:7 – “Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a large crowd from 

Galilee followed.” 

 Mark 6:21 – Herod… 

 Mark 7:31 – Sea of Galilee and Gentile country 

 Mark 9:30 – left Galilee 

 Enter Jerusalem in Mark 11 

 Mentioned 2 more times but not in connection with their travels. 

“Jerusalem” in Mark: 

 Mark 1:5 – “the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went 

out to him. Confessing their sins they were baptized by him in the Jordan river.” 

 Mark 3:8 – “many people came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, etc. 

 Mark 3:22 – “And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said,” 

 Mark 7:1 – “The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come 

from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus…” 

 Mark 10:32 – “They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the 

way…” 

 Mark 11 – Triumphal entry into Jerusalem – from this point through the next five 

chapters Jerusalem is mentioned 5 times – it is where they are 

“Judea” in Mark: 

 Mark 1:5 – “the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went 

out to him. Confessing their sins they were baptized by him in the Jordan river.” 

 Mark 3:8 – “many people came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, etc” 

 Mark 10:1 – Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea…” 



 Mark 13:14 – Jesus teaches in Jerusalem about the end times 

 

 

 

Luke’s Structure is similar and with purpose (From Blomberg‟s Jesus and the 

Gospels): 

A – The birth of Jesus in context of world history and Roman rule 

B – Jesus in Galilee 

C – Samaria and Judea 

D – Jerusalem 

Resurrection & Ascension (links Luke-Acts) 

D‟ – Church in Jerusalem 

C‟ – Judea and Samaria 

B‟ – throughout Gentile world  

A‟ – As far as Rome (Paul) 

(Acts 1:8) 

 

1:14 – Jesus went into Galilee (Kingdom of God is near – rule/reign of God shows his 

authority – which Jesus will demonstrate)  

1:21 – Capernaum 

1:16-20 (Jesus calls his first disciples) 

 First time at Sea of Galilee – just a few people - next time he is back there will be 

a crowd 

 We are going to walk with Jesus by watching how he interacts with his disciples – 

we will watch them fail and succeed, handle things well and poorly. In essence 

they are a model to us of how Jesus disciples people. 

 1:16-20 
o This is the call – their mission has been defined on the front end. 

o Jesus doesn‟t call them to be passive observers – he doesn‟t call them by 

saying, “Come and eat some fish”  

o He invites them to action for the kingdom – Follow me (discipleship) and 

Fish for people (their responsibility). 

o We are active participants in the kingdom of God – there is something to 

do. There is an expectation. 

o How are we, as a body and as individuals, carrying out our mission to fish 

for people? 

 LIFE groups – when you attend one, invite people to one, lead one, 

host one, whatever – you are being a part of our commission to fish 

for people. 

 The commission was not just Jesus‟ last words to his disciples – 

also his first. 

o Rabbinic practice of discipling (From Velvet Elvis): 

 Bet Sefer (House of the Book) - Start at age 6 teaching kids in 

synagogue 

 Students were taught that God‟s word/scripture was the most 

important thing they could learn – it was to be alive. 



o Bet Talmud (House of Learning) – Age 10-14 the best of the best would 

emerge. Those who didn‟t show the promise for study went to take on the 

trade of their fathers. 

 Bet Midrash - Those left would apply to a well known Rabbi – if 

selected he would take on the Rabbi‟s “yoke.” The student asked 

the Rabbi if he could follow. 

 The Rabbi would pick the student he felt best could “be like him, 

do what he did, and teach what he taught…” Can he be like me? 

(V.E., 129) 

 If the Rabbi didn‟t think it was so – send him to work with his 

father 

 If he thought the kid could do it he would say – “Come, follow 

me.” – The student would leave everything to learn to do what the 

Rabbi did. He would follow him, learn from him, and do what he 

did. He gave it all up to be like that Rabbi. 

 That is the kind of devotion it takes to be a disciple of a Rabbi. 

 There we find Jesus looking at these men and their nets – they 

could have been through the process but didn‟t show the promise 

and that is why they were with their father, doing his trade. 

 Why did they follow so quickly? When he said, “follow me.” It 

meant more than we connect it with – they knew what those words 

meant – he saw that they could do it. He believed in them. They 

can be like him. 

o Disciples approached their Rabbi 

o Jesus did the opposite and approached his disciples and called them out 

(John 15:16) 

1:21-39 = 24 hours – a day in the life of Jesus [dawn to dawn] 

 

Jesus Drives Out an Evil Spirit (1:21-28) 

 Capernaum – NW corner of Sea of Galilee 

 One of the few parts in Mark that are linked in location and given information 

about time that has passed. 

 Moves from Jesus to “they” – they are “following him” 

 1:21-28  

 Jesus teaches with authority – (bookends this story 1:22, 1:27-28) Learn quickly 

about Jesus authority. The other Rabbis taught about the word of God. Jesus had 

it. The Rabbi‟s and prophets pointed to God. Jesus pointed to himself. The 

Rabbi‟s knew they had no real authority and couldn‟t really introduce anything 

new – just new interpretation. Jesus had all authority (Mtt 28:18) and could 

introduce a new teaching (1:27-28). This is going to put him at odds with 

religious leaders of his day – they didn‟t have room for anything new. 

o The scribes cited what others said 

o Jesus says – this is IT. Final word on it. 

 Normally if someone interrupted the synagogue service they would be cast out of 

the synagogue – Jesus doesn‟t cast out the man. He casts out the demon. He 

shows he has authority over the spiritual realm. 



 Jesus heals with authority over spiritual realm 

 Spiritual warfare: 

o The demon cites Jesus‟ name in an effort to gain power and control over 

Jesus – probably another reason Jesus silences the demon. 

Jesus Heals Many (1:29-34) 

 Jesus heals Peter‟s mother-in-law = Peter is married 

 Jesus heals many more - Notice what day it was (1:21) – they waited until 

sundown so they would not violate the Sabbath by carrying the mats/bringing in 

the sick.  

Glimpse into Jesus Prayer Life (1:35-39) 

 Went alone 

 Found a solitary place 

 Spent time one-on-one with God. 

 Scene – we have left Capernaum and are now traveling about in Galilee 

Healing a leper (1:40-45) 

 “Unclean! Unclean” – social outcasts = lost identity. 

 As Americans we focus on his restored health. His main concern was probably 

not his health but his social identity among God‟s people – it was restored and 

that was the bigger miracle. 

 Jesus gives him a strong warning 

 His failure to listen jeopardized Jesus primary mission (to preach see 1:38 and not 

to heal) 

 Here Jesus shows his power of uncleanness. The ritual was you touch the unclean 

= you are unclean. Jesus, the clean, touches the unclean and he has power and 

authority to make the man clean. 

 How do we approach the “Unapproachable?” -  

 

 



Liberation 
Mark 2:1-3:6 

 
Anyone who came in saying he had authority to “interpret the laws in a new way, abolish 

traditions, pardon sins, cross purity boundaries, and declare how the temple would be 

run” (Rhodes, 85). 

5 Conflicts in these verses – “Who has authority to speak and act on God‟s behalf” 

(Rhodes, 85). 

 Overarching message of the conflicts: 

o Tradition says – the religious leaders have the responsibility to interpret 

the law, guard the traditions, and deal with sins through the temple and 

sacrifice (Rhodes, 85). 

o New rule of the kingdom – Jesus does not interpret the scriptures as much 

as he speaks with authority saying and doing what God wants him to say 

and do = new wine (the new reality of the rule and kingdom of God) 

requires new wineskins in order to grasp or hold it all in (a new standard 

of interpreting what is within the rule and reign of God). Wine and 

Wineskins = Mark 2:21-22) 

 

Chiastic Structure 
One place the NIV headings/breakdown don‟t really work out well. 

 

A – Healing the paralytic on the Sabbathc (2:1-12) 

B – Calling of Levi and eating with sinner (2:13-17) 

C – Fasting (eating) & Old/new (2:18-22 middle and crux of it) 

B‟ – Plucking grain (eating) on the Sabbath (2:23-28) 

A‟ – Healing on the Sabbath (3:1-6) 

 

1 – The accuse Jesus of wrong thinking (2:6-7) 

2 – They question his disciples about Jesus‟ actions (2:16 – why does he eat with tax 

collectors and sinners?) 

3 – question Jesus about an offense against custom (2:18 – questioned about fasting) 

4 – ask Jesus about illegal behavior of his disciples (2:23-24 – why do his disciples pick 

grain on the Sabbath) 

5 – watch Jesus to find a charge against him and plan his demise (3:2 – looking to see if 

he would heal on the Sabbath). 

 

The questioning progresses from (BWIII, 110): 

 Questioning Jesus silently 

 Questioning his disciples about Jesus 

 Questioning Jesus himself 

 Plotting against him. 

 



Authority issues – Jesus is challenging the powers that be = a power struggle between the 

new thing God is doing and people who had spent their whole lives thinking they knew 

how it was supposed to be. 

 

What do we do with Jesus when he doesn‟t meet our expectations of who he should be 

and what he ought to do? 

 

 

Liberation: 

Another theme of these passages = Liberation. God is doing a new work in setting people 

free of sin, free of physical problems, and re-establishing himself as the primary 

Liberation vs. the prevailing authorities of their day (See Mark as Story p.85) – there is a 

new reality with new standards. The liberation is an authority issue. This leads into the 5 

conflicts in Galilee – where in each one a new authoritative group is introduced. 

 

The kingdom faces opposition by human forces as well as spiritual ones. Jesus confronts 

it all and the forces fight back. 

 

A - Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man (2:1-12): 

 The charge they bring against him – blasphemy. This is the charge they will later 

bring against him in the end (14:64) 

o Why blasphemy? Because Jesus does two things that only God could do: 

 Forgive someone‟s sins 

 Know for a fact that they had been forgiven. 

 Which is harder to say – walk or you are forgiven? 

o Forgiven – because there would be no evidence Jesus hadn‟t spoken the 

truth. 

o If you tell him to walk it is clear whether or not it worked. 

o So to show just how powerful Jesus was he tells him to take his mat and 

go home. 

 Result – astonishment. Why? Because the kingdom of God was breaking in and 

things were being made new. 

A’ – Jesus Heals on the Sabbath (3:1-6) 

 Crowds are growing 

 Looking for a reason to accuse Jesus – they had already found a way in saying he 

was blaspheming and also that he had violated the Sabbath and had eaten with 

sinners (chapter 2). This one will really send them overboard. 

 Jesus gives them a riddle to put the decision on them: 

o Which is lawful? 

o The tradition was – if someone‟s life was at stake you could do good on 

the Sabbath. Not the case here. 

 Rule said – “Whenever there is doubt whether life is in danger this 

takes precedence over the Sabbath.” (BWIII, 133) 

 Under the surface – this man was not allowed to enter the temple and fully 

participate in worshipping God (Lev 21:16-23). 

 What was the purpose and intention of the Sabbath? 



o Restoration. Jesus is fulfilling the original intent of why God made that 

day. They called it work and violation. 

o It was never a time to do harm or kill someone, yet that is what these 

religious leaders were in the very middle of doing! 

 

“there is a sense in which [Jesus] asked each group in Israelite society to give up what 

was most dear to them in order to embrace him. To the disciples the challenge meant 

giving up family and job, to the Pharisees it meant giving up their position of chief 

religioius figures of their age, to the scribes it meant giving up being the providers of the 

correct interpretation of the oral and written Torah, for Sadducees and priests it was to 

mean giving up a certain kind of temple-centered approach to Judaism, for ordinary Jews 

it meant giving up certain attitudes about the moral outcasts and the diseased in society. 

The wonder is not that Jesus was eventually rejected by all these groups, but that he was 

not rejected and killed sooner.” – Ben Witherington III, 134 

 

B - Calling of Levi and Eating with Sinners (2:13-17) 

 Crowds even larger – now he is outside with them. 

 Last time by the lake he had no disciples. Now he has a large crowd 

 Tax collecting in the Roman world: 

o Not an income tax collector but probably more of a collector of taxes of 

various fees. 

o Contract out – you but an area and then you collect as much as you can 

and keep the difference. 

o People didn‟t like that or that they associated and worked for Gentiles. 

o Tax collectors were the lowest of the low and were listed with murderers 

and thieves in Jewish writings (BWIII, 120) 

 Table fellowship – very close association. 

 First thing Levi does – calls his friends to meet and eat with Jesus 

o Jesus is more concerned about saving people than his own reputation. 

o How do we put “what others think” above “what is really important?” 

 Jesus prioritizes it for the Pharisees – the kingdom of God calls the sinners (sick) 

to repentance because they are important too! 

 They don‟t see what Jesus is doing for the people. They think the people are doing 

something to Jesus – clean and unclean. 

B’ – Plucking Grain (deals with Eating) on the Sabbath (2:23-28) 

 Sabbath controversy 

 Notice how they are under constant scrutiny. 

 When you claim to be different people are going to start looking for it. 

 What had they done? 

o It was proper to pluck grain in someone else‟s field but not to thresh it 

(Deut 23:25). Threshing prohibited on the Sabbath (Exo 34:21) 

o Abiathar question 

 Jesus again points to Sabbath priorities – the Sabbath was meant to be helpful 

C – Jesus Questioned about Fasting ( 

 

See Blomberg, 236 – Chiasm in Mark 2:1-36 



Appointed and Accused 
Mark 3:7-35 

 
 

1
st
 section (1:16-3:12): 

 Starts with the Sea 

 introduced by summary of Jesus‟ ministry (1:14-15) 

 followed by choosing disciples (1:16-20) 

2
nd

 section (3:13-6:6a): 

 Starts with the mountain 

 Introduced by summary of Jesus‟ ministry (3:7-12) 

 Followed by appointing the twelve apostles (3:13-19) 

Pointed out by BWIII (142) 

3
rd

 section (6:6b-8:30) 

 Starts with the wilderness 

 Introduced by summary of Jesus teaching from village to village (6:6b) 

 Followed by sending out of the 12 (6:7-13) 

Crowds Follow Jesus (3:7-12): 

 Emphasis on the crowds – no mass communication but what was happening was 

different and people came in droves because of the hope for healing that was 

offered. 

 People came from Judea (South), Jerusalem (South), Idumea (further South), and 

across Jordan (East) – Tyre (West) & Sidon (North) = North, South, East, West 

 Evil spirits fall at his feet (Phil 2?) – confess he is the Son of God. 

 Ironic that the ones he came to defeat are confessing him and the ones he came to 

rescue resist him. 

Appointing of the 12 on the Mountain (3:13-19): 

 Setting – Mountain (exodus connections here – Exo 18-19) 

 Later we will see this with the Mount of Transfiguration (Mk 9) 

 12 has significance – 12 tribes of Israel 

o N.T. Wright‟s (Mark for Everyone) history of this – the 12 tribes had been 

scattered in the exile and they dreamed of the day this would be restored 

(Isa 49:6, Ezek 45:8). 

o Luke 22:29-30 – their role in judging the 12 tribes of Israel 

o Acts 1:15ff – They need a replacement for Judas. Why? 12 was important 

and for eschatological purposes. 

 Jesus‟ disciples are not limited to these 12 but these 12 are the insiders. He pulls 

them away for special teaching and special experiences that the crowds of 

disciples are not privileged to hear and experience (Mark 10:32 – Jesus took them 

aside to explain to them). 

 Apostolos – one who is send out. Apostolo – To send 

o Sent out to do what? Carry out Jesus‟ mission and the mission of the 

kingdom of God. 

o They aren‟t sent until chapter 6 – the next section but when they are notice 

the parallels with Jesus message and mission: 



 Preached repentance (1:14-15 & 6:12) 

 Drove out demons and healed the sick (1:21ff & 6:13) 

 Why take 3 chapters between choosing them and sending them? 

o What is in between? 

 3:20-35 - Teaching on where Jesus power comes from 

 4:1-20 Parable of the sower, which teaches about how to spread the 

Gospel and the people they will encounter 

 4:21-25 Teaching on letting our light shine 

 4:26-29 – Parable of Growing Seed (Trusting God) 

 4:30-34 – Mustard Seed (nature of the kingdom is to grow) 

 4:35-41 – Jesus demonstrates his power over nature and his ability 

to protect his apostles. 

 5:1-20 – Jesus restores a demon-possessed man (Jesus shows he 

has power even on Gentile turf) 

 5:21-43 – Jesus raises a girl from the dead and heals a sick woman 

(Jesus power over death and the need for faith – both stories talk 

about faith) 

Jesus Accused 3:20-35 

 Sandwich technique – the middle interprets the outer parts. 

o Family – scribes – family 

o But even more important is the chiasm here (Ben Witherington III) 

A – Jesus and the crowd (3:20) 

B – Jesus‟ family appears (3:21) 

C – Accusation of scribes (3:22) 

C‟ – Response to scribes (3:23-30) 

B‟ – Family reappears (3:31) 

A‟ – Jesus and the crowd (3:32-35) 

 Who in Jesus‟ family thinks he is crazy?  

o Literally means “those who were close to him” – could be friends, family  

o John 7:5 shows that his brothers didn‟t believe him. 

o Notice how difficult it is to tell who said he was out of his mind – the 

crowd? His relatives/friends? Just like story of Jesus and Zacchaeus (Luke 

19) – “Who is short?” 

o They were probably trying to protect him from public shame than the fact 

that they thought he was actually crazy. 

Crazy - What typically happened if someone had lost their mind – they believed demons 

could take it over. Thus opening the door for the charge of being possessed by 

Beelzeboul: 

 Beelzeboul – (Baal – zeboul) combo of Baal (storm God) with a title zeboul 

(probably means house). That is probably why Jesus makes reference to a house 

divided against itself. 

 Beelzebub was a switch up to make it equal Baal (Lord) of zebub (flies). (For all 

this see BWIII, 156ff) 

 What is the charge against Jesus? 

o He drives out demons by the power of a demon/the prince of demons. 

 Why would they charge him with that? 



o They couldn‟t deny he did drive out demons. The question was “by whose 

authority.” 

o Man is not powerful enough to do it so either God or Satan must be behind 

it. 

 Why in their minds couldn’t Jesus do this by God’s power? 

o Because they thought he was crazy and a blasphemer. 

 Kingdom of darkness vs. kingdom of light. There is a battle raging. 

Jesus addresses the charge: 

 He appeals to Logic (3:23-27): 

 Jesus is the strong man – who is stronger than the devil? God. Jesus identifies 

himself with the divine. 

 1:12-13 – Jesus had already defeated Satan to a degree. 

 Matthew 12:22-32 – Casting out demons and the binding of Satan is a sign that 

the “kingdom of God has come upon you.” 

Jesus warns the teachers of the law (3:28-30): 

 Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit – calling something God did by his spirit the work 

of the devil. 

Physical family vs. spiritual family (3:31-35): 

 Who is Jesus‟ family? Some say he crossed the final line of upsetting people. 

Jesus is making the stronger point that his family is being invited to be a part of 

something more significant than a physical family connection. 

 There is a new standard of what draws us together as family – those who do the 

will of God = family. 

 

 



Jesus Teaches about the Kingdom 
Mark 4:1-34 

 
4:35-41 (calming of the storm) fits better with the miracles that follow than with the 

parables. 

 

Key words: 

To hear (17 times in 13 verses) 

The word (11 times in 9 verses) 

Ground (9 times in 7 verses) 

 

Jesus sits in the boat – posture of a teacher in their day 

Taught using many parables – what Mark gives us is probably just a sample. 

People on the shore (literally the “ground” – dynamic equivalent translation – ground by 

the water = shore) but it has a dramatic parallel effect in the parables he teaches. 

 

Context: 

Notice his teaching follows a section where Jesus‟ authority has been challenged. He 

goes on to teach them things they have a hard time understanding. 

What  Jesus teaches is a radical departure from the norm. It is bold. It is unexpected. It is 

about the kingdom of God. 

 

What was the land of Israel called in the Exodus?/Where were they headed? P.L. 

 Promised land 

 This land was seen as their inheritance (Gen 15:17-20) 

 

Israel as Vineyard and Garden: 

Isaiah 5 (esp 1-7) – God compares the land to a vineyard and a garden. 

“It is not God‟s only because God loves it, but because he painstakingly prepared the land 

and planted it. He also carefully protected it. In this way the parable describes God‟s 

election of Israel as a nation (Deut 7:7-11) and his providential care of it. As with any 

vineyard, the vinedresser does all this work with the expectation of a fruitful and 

bountiful harvest” (Dict of Bib Imagery, 915). 

 

The point is, God prepared them. He worked to empty the land, remove the obstacles, and 

plant them into good soil. But not everyone went along with the program. Some misused 

the vineyard – Hosea 2:1-13 

 

The pruned and ready vineyard is the place God‟s chosen people are to reside. But if they 

reject him, judgment will come and he will trash the vineyard and fill it with briars, etc. 

 

4:1-20 Parable we call – Parable of the sower.  

Read 4:1-9) 

In walks Sower (Jesus) – he sows the Word on the ground/soil/land – Who is the Sower? 

What does the soil represent? – the hearts of the people. (it was never about the land – it 

was about the heart = developing a people for himself whose hearts were tuned to God. 



But the emphasis is not so much on the sower as on the different types of soil – the hearts 

of those receiving the Word. 

Two potential results – The seed bears fruit or the seed does not bear fruit. 

 The difference? The type of soil. 

Question - Leaves us with this question – not what type of soil are you…but What type 

of fruit are you producing? Because the answer to that question will show whether or not 

God is working in the soil of our lives. 

Notice what happens when the soil is good – the resulting harvest is insanely large. What 

is the point of that? 

 When God gets to working on the heart, amazing things happen that we could 

have never done on our own. 

Read 4:10-20 
Jesus explains to the inner circle 

Jesus is saying unskilled fishermen and tax collectors are receiving the secrets of the 

kingdom and some of the scribes and Pharisees are being left out. 

 

Role of Satan in hindering the harvest – last week we talked about binding the strong 

man. Here clearly Jesus teaches that the strong man still has some power. He has blinded 

and deafened people. Spiritual warfare – Jesus has been fighting against the demons and 

evil spirits who have been harming God‟s people. 

 

Lamp on a Stand (4:21-25): 
4:21-34 – each one starts with “And he said to them…” 

 The secrets will be told – effectively saying Jesus is the light of the world 

(BWIII). 

 When the kingdom of God comes it will be clear. You don‟t hide it. 

 Bowl – literally a measure of about 2 gallons (empty container). 

 We have used 4:24-25 out of context – it is in context of the revealing of the 

kingdom and those who accept it and accept the lamp on the stand and those who 

do not accept it (want to cover the light). Those who accept it will be given more 

than they can imagine in the kingdom. The weighing ties it with the bushel from 

the lamp on a stand. 

 

4:24-25 – “have nothing to do in this context with judging other persons, but rather with 

how one weighs the revelation of the dominion, particularly as revealed in Jesus and his 

ministry. (BWIII, 170). The connecting word with the surrounding narrative is “weigh” – 

points back to the lamp and the bushel (2 gallons). Those who are open to the gospel will 

receive more than they could have ever understood. 

 

Parable of the Growing Seed (4:26-29): 

 only thing in Mark with no parallel in Matthew or Luke (BWIII, 171). 

 4:28 – “all by itself” = Greek αστηματη “automatic” – with no human effort it 

grows. God is using his power that works apart from us to make things grow. 

 Think about it – you can watch a stock ticker all day but that won‟t make your 

stocks go up. You can watch the ground for a crop to grow but you cannot make 

the DNA in the seed tell it to do its thing. Only God can design that to happen. 



 The naysayers want to say the kingdom has not come. Jesus is saying look all 

around you, crops are springing up everywhere. That is like saying “Crops don‟t 

grow here” in the middle of a field full of crops 

o The sick are healed the demon possessed are freed the kingdom is 

preached with authority – the lamp is on its stand. The field is full of 

crops. The word has been sown. 

Parable of the Mustard Seed (4:30-34): 

 Mustard plant wasn‟t the largest in the sense of the tallest. It was the largest in 

that it would take over everything. 

 It may go where you didn‟t plan for it to go. Birds you don‟t particularly like may 

make nests in it. It doesn‟t conform to our trying to control it. 

 Mustard seed – look how large the kingdom grows out of such a small seed Why? 

Because God‟s people did such a great job or were so great? No, because God did 

it. Mustard plant didn‟t grow into the tallest of plants but it grew very fast and 

would basically get out of control so that all sorts of unwanted birds would nest in 

it and it would end up in unplanned areas of the garden (BWIII, 172). 

 

 

 



Jesus’ Power Over Non-Human Powers 
Mark 4:35-6:6a 

 
In Mark 4 Jesus taught about the kingdom and how it broke through all their expectations 

of what it was supposed to be – old and new wineskins. 

There were three powers that seemed beyond anyone‟s control in the ancient world: 

1. Nature 

2. Demons/spiritual realm 

3. Death 

In this section Jesus takes all three of those on. 

 

Mark 4:35-41 

 

Nature - Getting in the head of an ancient Israelite: 

 Wilderness and the sea were the two places spirits and evil forces were thought to 

dwell. 

 Creation – God and the water 

 Exodus – parting the Red Sea 

 Psalms – recount God‟s power over the sea (Psalm 65:7, 89:9, 93:3-4) – N.T. 

Wright‟s Mark for Everyone 

 Pair that with the occupation of many in the region – fisherman on the sea of 

Galilee – they knew how dangerous the sea could be. 

o Pagan boats would have idols on them or figureheads carved into them for 

protection. Why? Because they believed the sea represented chaos and had 

a power all its own. 

Calming the Sea as a representative act: 

 So Jesus calmed one little sea on one day to save a couple of people. So what? 

 What Jesus did in calming the sea is much bigger than that. The creator was 

creating. 

o John 1:1, Gen 1 – “us” and “our” 

 He gave order to the wind and waves. 

o Mark 1:27 – Jesus gave orders to the evil spirits 

o Creation – God gave orders and things were created and ordered. 

o Job 38:1-12 

 What was the disciples attitude/feeling? 

o Afraid (4:40-41) 

 Jesus questions their faith – what Jesus is doing is pointing to something much 

larger – to events that had not happened since the creation of the world. 

“Let‟s go over to the other side.” – What was on the other side of the sea of Galilee? – 

Gentile country. This is a transition in the story. What Jesus did among his people he will 

now do in Gentile country. Galilee and Judea = West side of Jordan and Sea of Galilee 

Across the sea = east side of Jordan (Gentile country). 

 



This will form the structure of the story – the inbreaking kingdom is moving between the 

Jews and the Gentiles – Jesus‟ ministry is being split between the two and is doing 

similar things on both sides of the river. 

 

Trips back and forth (Kelber – see BWIII, 174): 

To Gentiles (4:35-5:1) – storm 

Back to Jews (5:21) – no storm 

To Gentiles (6:45-53) – storm 

Back to Jews (8:13,22) – no storm 

 

Event:    West (Jewish)  East (Gentile) 

First Miracle = evil spirit 1:21-28  5:1-20 

Sick brought in droves 1:29-39  6:54-56 

Symbolic healings  5:22-43  7:24-37 

Feeding Large Crowds 6:32-44  8:1-10 

Misunderstood loaves  6:51-52  8:14-21 

 

From BWIII, 174 

 

We often ask the question – what storms in your life does Jesus need to calm. That is a 

good question because it acknowledges that Jesus is capable and willing to make a 

difference in our lives. But there was more to it than that. Jesus was willing to completely 

redo the fabric of creation and subdue the forces of chaos. It was not just about one boat 

full of men on one lack and one storm. It was much, much bigger than that. 

 

Mark 5:1-20 

 

Demonic Forces - Jesus Restores a Demon-Possessed Man: 

Setting – Gentile country.  

 Clean and Unclean – among the tombs, evil spirits, herds of pigs. 

o Literally says “man with an unclean spirit” rather than evil spirit. 

o This was not sacred space. This was a profane place. 

 This was not welcome territory for a Jew. 

 Confession from an unlikely place. Jesus finds his name being confessed on the 

other side of the lake, in a cemetery, from a man possessed by a legion of demons. 

 The demon recognizes Jesus‟ power – what does he beg? Jesus not to punish or 

torture him. 

 What does Jesus do? 

o He commands the demon. 

 Parallel – 1:21-28. Jesus commanded the demon. 

 Notice it doesn‟t happen right away 

 Crowd returns – what was their attitude/feeling? 

o They were afraid (like disciples in boat) 

 First Gentile convert – tells him to evangelize the surrounding Gentile community 

and towns. 



Jesus went into enemy territory and won a victory on their turf. Unthinkable. Would the 

Messiah come and actually help the Gentiles? New wineskins. 

 

 

Mark 5:21-43 

 

Death – Jesus Raises a Girl and Heal a Sick Woman  
Setting – back to Jewish country 

Sandwich story that hinges on faith. 

 5:21-24a – Jairus and sick daughter 

o 5:24b-34 – Sick woman 

 5:35-43 – Jairus and sick daughter 

5:21-24a – Jairus and his daughter 

 Listen to the faith in his pleading – if Jesus would just come she would be healed 

and not die. 

5:24b-34 – Sick woman 

 What does this story have to tell us about Jesus’ power? 

o It is so powerful he doesn‟t necessarily even have to will it.  

 Jesus asks who touched him – Why was that a silly question? 

o Crowd 

 What was the woman’s attitude/feeling? 

o Fear (like disciples with the storm and the crowd in the Gerasenes). 

 She was healed of much more than bleeding – uncleanness (Lev 12:2, 15:19-25) = 

a curse and separation from society. She should not have been in that crowd – 

New wineskins. 

 What does Jesus say was the key to her healing? 

o Faith 

 Why does Jesus look for faith everywhere he goes? 

o He is looking for those who are receptive to the message of the kingdom. 

 Can faith still play a role in healing even though Jesus is in heaven? 

o Yes! 

5:35-43 – Jairus‟ daughter has died 

 What advice does Jesus give him? 

o To not be afraid (remind you of anything?) 

o To believe = have faith 

 She is dead – leave the teacher alone. She is dead? New wineskins. 

 Notice how old she is – 12. That is how long the woman had been bleeding. 

Three stories, three times Jesus shows his power over the forces of darkness, three times 

people‟s fears are relieved. The kingdom of God is not something to be feared. It is 

something to be amazed at, invited in, and embraced. When it is, good things happen. 



Sent Out 
Mark 6:6-6:56 

 

Sandwich: 

 12 Sent Out (6:6b-13) 

o John the Baptist executed (6:14-29) 

 12 Return (6:30) 

Sending out the 12 (6:6b-13) 

Message and Mission: 

 Message? – Repent 

 Mission? - Ushering in the kingdom (casting out demons and calling for 

repentance.  

 Notice the similarity between this and Jesus first teaching and first miracle in 

chapter 1:14-15 & 1:21ff and also with first miracle done on the East side of the 

Sea of Galilee). 

How does Jesus tell them to pack? 

 They were to pack light.  

 Why? Depend on the hospitality of others. Don‟t sit off by yourself in an inn you 

just paid for – get to know the people where you go and teach them. 

Two possible responses – acceptance or rejection 

What are they to do toward those who reject the message? 

 Dust off feet – N.T. Wright says if the people there won‟t accept the message and 

the mission there is “no time to lose” (p.70).  

 BWIII thinks it is an act of judgment – you don‟t want any more connection with 

the land of those who reject the message. 

How many are sent out? 

 12 – Symbolic of 12 tribes – Representing all Israel they are ushering in the 

kingdom. Something new was happening in Israel and it was coming in a package 

of 12. 

Why send them in pairs? 

 The law said you had to have 2 witnesses. If they were to testify against those 

who did not believe their message/did not repent they could then do it. (Deut 17:6, 

19:15, Num 35:30) 

Almost seems like an odd break in the story but it is connected. 

John the Baptist Beheaded (6:14-29) 

 Connections with surrounding narrative: 

o John‟s imprisonment fell in line with the start of Jesus‟ ministry (1:14). 

o Start of the disciples‟ ministry would also come back to J the B‟s story  

o J the B and disciples had same message – Repent! 

 Elijah and Malachi 3:1, 4:5-6. Elijah never died and was expected to return to 

help usher in the kingdom – Jesus identifies John to B with Elijah (Mtt 11:14). 

 BWIII connects this with the overarching story of Jesus by saying that those who 

serve the kingdom don‟t always turn out to positive ends – they get killed by the 

powers that be. Foreshadow Jesus. 

 A little more about Herod Antipas (from BWIII, 213). 



o Not a devout Jew – very shady. 

 For more history on the John the Baptist/Herod story see Josephus, Antiquities, 

18.5.2 

 Herod gets in a bind – honor and shame. He cannot shame himself before his 

guests and break his oath – must comply. Foolish promises. Rash words. 

 Larry Hurtado on the connections 

o Both executed by civil authorities 

o Both officials hesitate 

o Both are done in by others pressuring the authorities 

o Both are taken away by disciples and buried. 

Jesus Feeds the 5000 (6:31-44) 

 Connection – another feast. 

 They listen to Jesus so long they are worried of getting hungry. Many today get 

upset with the preacher if the service goes 15 minutes over because they have to 

go and get some food. 

 What do we really hunger for? 

o Mtt 4:1-4 – what do you hunger for? Should hunger for word of God 

o John 7 – Jesus is source of living water 

o We should hunger for God and his word as much or more than we do for 

food. 

o How do you feel if you have gone without food for a while? 

 Famished, in pain, desperate. 

 Shouldn‟t we also feel that way if we have gone without the Word 

of God for some time as well? 

 Green grass – probably Passover time of year/spring (N.T. Wright). 

 What in this story reminds us of the Lord’s Supper? 

o Took the loaves, gave thanks, broke them, and passed them around. 

 How many baskets full were left over? – 12 

 How the miracle happened: 

o The picture seems to be that Jesus gave thanks and broke the loaves. It 

may have been that the disciples distributed it and it multiplied in their 

hands? Hard to say. If so that would be another extension of Jesus‟ 

ministry in the hands of the disciples (just like in the beginning of this 

chapter 6:6b-13). 

 Sheep and shepherd: 

o Reminds us also of Moses shepherding Israel in the wilderness – food was 

provided by God to the people. 

o Jesus had compassion on them as sheep without a shepherd (Num 27:17 

and Ezek 34:1-31) – BWIII, 217 

Jesus Walks on the Water (6:45-56) 

Two nature miracles in a row – the goal? To demonstrate who Jesus was, what authority 

he had, and have the effect in our lives of amazement. 

The loaves didn‟t get it done, the 12 baskets of leftovers didn‟t quite do it. Walking on 

the water did. 

The disciples didn‟t get it – they don‟t really get the totality of who Jesus is…yet. 

Jesus goes to help them out and give them courage. 



He also says, “I am” 

Who is able to walk on the sea? (Job 9:8, Ps 77:19) – BWIII, 221 

 Only God can 

 

How do we see Jesus? As a miracle worker? Or as God himself? 

Many were healed. – A third nature miracle. In this story as he makes his way toward 

Gentile country. 

 

Life is breaking in, in the place of death. Cleanness in the place of uncleanness. 

Wholeness in the place of spiritual voids. Jesus is making all things new. 

 



Gentile Country 
Mark 7-8 

 

Chapter 6 ends with Jesus crossing into Gentile country. Chapter 7 has a discussion of 

ritual purity as the Jewish leaders have come to find Jesus there. See BWIII 202. 

 

Mark – written to a Gentile audience? Mark 7 is one of the reasons many people think so. 

That would also make sense with why Mark tells of Jesus going back and forth between 

Jewish country and Gentile country. But this chapter needs some explanation to non-

Jewish ears and that is what Mark gives us. 

 

Clean and Unclean (Mark 7:1-23) – See N.T. Wright (Mark for Everyone) for much of 

my material here: 

Setting for the 3 stories that follow that all center on doing things in Gentile country for 

Gentiles. 

Determining the real issue: 

1. Pharisees‟ Question – purity as defined by tradition of the elders. BWIII says they 

believed in the priesthood of all believers – that the standards applied to priests in 

Leviticus was to be applied to all Jews. 

2. Jesus‟ Answer – tradition vs. scripture 

3. When we hear tradition vs. scripture we don‟t think the same thing they did. We 

think of 3 songs, a prayer, etc. That was not in their thinking at all. 

4. Real issue – What does it take to be a good Jew? (N.T. Wright, 87) 

5. Jesus points to scripture: 

a. To identify the problem (Isa 29:13). 

b. To give an example of scripture (Exo 20:12) 

6. Jesus identifies a tradition that violates scripture – hypocrites (Greek – σποκριτης) 

because they say they teach the scriptures but they teach tradition ahead of 

scripture. 

7. LAW – Law + tradition – Law/Tradition – TRADITION + law 

8. The example Jesus gives is one where the people were able to weasel out of 

financial obligation to their parents because of what the elders/tradition said. 

9. “It was God who commanded the duty to parents in the first place, and officially 

„give the money to God‟ actually makes a mockery of the God they are claiming 

to honor.” – Wright, 88 

10. The Pharisees had built a system of scripture + traditions that they were to 

interpret the scriptures by. Jesus is ripping it all to pieces 

Application: 

 

What goes in and what comes out – bathroom humor? Disciples didn‟t get it. If you 

think only on the physical level it sounds like Jesus is talking about what happens at the 

table and what happens in the bathroom. But that is not what he is saying. 

 Which part of our lives is either clean or unclean? – the heart 

 Outward purity is easy – inward purity is another matter completely. 

 How can appearing pure actually be a cover up for what is on the inside? 

 What would people think if they could really see your heart? God can. 



 Mark 7:21-22 – Some real dangers to the soul. 

 How do we prevent ourselves from falling into these? 

Isn‟t Jesus doing away with what he is telling them they need to uphold? Yes. Jesus has 

the authority to do that. Wright calls the dietary laws signposts for the kingdom. When it 

shows up you don‟t need the signs any more. They aren‟t removed because they were 

incorrect. They are removed because they served their purpose. 

Notice what happens – if you are unclean in your heart it makes your whole self unclean. 

Guy on the radio say he hires prostitutes because his wife withholds from him but he is a 

hard worker and loves his kids so what does it matter? If the heart is unclean the whole 

person is unclean. 

7:19 – all foods clean – Boundaries between jews and Gentiles were crumbling. The next 

story illustrates it as well 

 

Syrophonecian Woman (Mark 7:24-30) 

Helping a Gentile 

Setting – Jesus is trying to escape the crowds and had even given some teachings that 

would have made many pious Jews pretty upset (Wright, 95). He goes to rest in a 

predominantly Gentile town. 

Jesus‟ point – he came first for the Jews but there would come a time when the Gentiles 

would share a meal at the table with everyone else. Jesus was not side tracked. He was 

shedding light on what was to come. 

 

Jesus Heals a Deaf and Mute Man (Mark 7:31-37) 
Helping a Gentile 

Not really mute – more of a speech impediment. 

Isa 35:5-6 

Healing is a sign of what God is doing among mankind. 

The secret is getting out even in Gentile territory 

 

Jesus Feeds 4000 (Mark 8:1-13) 
Helping Gentiles 

Parallel miracle to what Jesus did among the Jews in Mark 6. Think of the implications of 

eating with 4000 Gentiles. 

 

Mark 8:13 – Jesus crosses the Sea of Galilee back toward the Jewish side of the lake. 

 

Leaven of the Pharisees (Mark 8:14-21) 

 Leaven does not equal Yeast. Leaven is more in line with corruption. 

Healing a blind man of Bethsaida (8:22-26) 

 Double healing – in line with disciples‟ faith and understanding. See Appendix 

Peter’s Confession (8:27-30) 

 Not since 1:1 was Jesus called the Christ. 

 Hinge of the Gospel 

 Caesarea Philippi 

o This was a place that had been dedicated to the worship of Pan and had 

previously been called Paneas. There was a cave in the rocks called “The 



Gates of Hell” where it was believed evil spirits would come out of 

Hades/Hell. 

o Matthew 16:18 – Gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 

o Conception Hades from OT had changed by 1
st
 century. In Jesus‟ day it 

was viewed as a place where not the dead in general were kept but the 

ungodly dead, as well as demons and evil spirits. 

o Jesus marches right up to the proverbial gates of hell and proclaims who 

he really is. 

o It is no longer a secret. 

Jesus Predicts His Death (8:31-38) 

 This is no longer a secret either – these are the implications of what it means to be 

the Messiah. 

 

Appendix 

 

Episode 1 – 8:22-26 (physical)  

 Just as parables used stories from the physical world to tell about spiritual 

things, here Jesus acts out an example (a physical example) of a parable with 

this blind man that will soon teach the disciples a lesson. 

o Partial healing 

o Full healing 

Episode 2 – 8:27-30 (spiritual) 

 Who is Jesus? What evidence did they have to base their answer on so far? 

 Two part question – what are they saying & what do you say? 

 8:29 – They finally get it! But not totally! Just as the blind man only partially 

received vision the first time – they only partially understand what it means 

for Jesus to be the messiah. 

o Partial understanding 

 8:31ff – full understanding. 

 

 

 

 


