
James 4:13-17 Study Guide 

 
This section in James is about boasting as if we know what tomorrow holds for our lives. It is an 

interesting section because obviously God wants us to make plans and to try to be successful in 

his kingdom and yet if we do that in a way that we lean more on ourselves and our own planning 

abilities than we lean on Him, we will have problems. 

 

What are some ways you can lean on God as you plan for tomorrow? 

 

 

 

What are some signs that would show you that you are leaning on yourself more than on God? 

 

 

 

What would it look like in your life to give more dependence on God with your plans and future? 

 

 

 

James says we are a “mist” how does that put your life in perspective? 

 

 

 

James says that in our planning we should seek out the will of the Lord (vs. 15). I think it is 

interesting that he says failing to consider God in our plans is boasting. Read again 4:13 to hear 

what the people were saying. On the surface it doesn’t sound like a boast…but the attitude that 

lies behind the statement assumes either they know more than God about what they needed or 

they weren’t that interested in what God thought about their plans. 

 

What does James think about that kind of boasting? 

 

 

 

The last verse is one we quote a lot – “Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and 

doesn't do it, sins.” This verse feels very much out of place here. In a way, this seems to go 

against what James just wrote…isn’t it possible to plan to do good even though we don’t know 

whether or not we will be around to get it done? What do you think is James’ point in saying this 

at this point in the letter? 

 I believe James is contrasting the boasting and bragging of 4:13 with doing good instead. 

God is never upset when we plan to do holy, righteous things because in those very acts 

we show that we lean on God and depend on him. 

 

 

 

 

 


