
James 5:1-6 Study Guide 

In this section James has some words to say toward those who exploit others to make themselves 

wealthy and/or those who have wealth but fail to use it in a way that honors God. If you read 5:1 by 

itself, without consider the specifics he gives to follow you would come to the conclusion that riches are 

evil and that all rich people will face severe judgment. But if you read the rest of this section there is 

more to the story. 

5:4-6 tells why that harsh judgment will be brought upon them. Let’s look at these first and then see the 

result: 

 5:4 – Oppressing those who have earned their wages 

 5:4 – Those they ripped off cry out to God and God hears 

 5:5 – They have placed a high priority on self-indulgence at the expense of those who have 
made them wealthy (the workers) 

 5:6 – they were murderers. Not sure if this is literal or figurative but it seems pretty literal here. 
5:1-3 tell what will happen to them and their wealth: 

 5:1 - They will wail in misery 

 5:2 – Their wealth will rot away 

 5:3 – they themselves will be consumed just like their wealth 
 

Clearly James is not teaching that all rich people are evil or self-indulgent. What is he teaching us about 

wealth? 

 

James is telling us that wealth has to be used ethically or else it will testify against us. To put things in 

perspective, we often think of wealthy people in the U.S. as having a huge home, nice cars, and at least 

$1 million+ in the bank. But by the world’s standards, even the poorest American is wealthy. If you are 

reading this on a computer that has an internet connection, in a place with electricity and you know how 

to read English, you are in the top 5% of the world’s population when it comes to wealth. So the call is 

not just on the few among us who have a tremendous amount of wealth relative to the rest of us. This 

call is to all of us to use what we have ethically, wisely, and in a way that pleases God. 

In what ways can you use what you have to be a blessing to others? 

 

In what ways has it been a challenge to you to use your wealth to bless others? 

 

What is hardest for you to let go of, money, time, or talents? 


