
James 1:1-8 Study Guide 

 
The letter of James is written by Jesus’ half brother “to the twelve tribes scattered among the nations.” 

(James 1:1). 

• “the twelve tribes” is a reference to Israel and so the letter is addressed to Jewish Christians. 

• “scattered among the nations” is a reference to Jews that never returned to Israel after the exile and 

instead settled in other lands. This is what we talked about in class when we talked about their being 

Jews/synagogues all over the world that made the spread of Christianity easier in the first century. 

 

What strange thing does James tell them to have joy over? (1:2) 

 

 

 

James 1:2 implies that his audience is undergoing some serious trials and James is writing to encourage them 

so that instead of having their faith be undermined, their faith can be strengthened. 

 

What does James say is the goal of perseverance? (1:4) 

 

 

 

It was typical in the ancient world for Jews and Christians to face local persecution due to their faith. James 

is probably not referring to official Roman persecution that happened in later years. Christians and Jews alike 

had customs and beliefs that were very foreign to the world around them that made them the target of 

persecution. For instance, Romans didn’t understand worshipping only one God and saw them as unpatriotic 

for not worshipping the emperor. They also believed Christians were incestuous because they called even 

their own spouses “brother” and “sister.” Some believed Christians were cannibals because they came 

together each week to eat the body and drink the blood of the Lord. These matters of living in a totally pagan 

society takes wisdom (James 1:5) 

 

What does James say someone who asks God and then doubts the answer is like? (1:6-8) 

 

 

 

Have you ever doubted that God would answer your prayer? Have you ever prayed a prayer and was certain 

that God would answer but it seems like He never did? What do you do with that? 

• God answers yes, no, or not yet. The answer God gives to our prayers is not always seen immediately 

because His timing is better than our own. 

 

Have you ever prayed something and later found out it would have been terrible if God had said “Yes” to 

your prayer? 

 

 

 

What trials are you going through know that you believe God could be using to help your faith grow? 

 

 

 

 

How does seeing the struggle from that perspective make it easier to bear? 


