
James 2:1-13 Study Guide 
 

Background: The first Christians lived in a world that was based on a system of honor and 

shame. Honor was due to those who were able to benefit you. Those who would try to disgrace 

you or bring your status down were to be shamed. It was all a status game just like we have 

today. All the way back then people were trying to get ahead of each other and value each other 

based on what someone else could or could not do for you. 

 

James starts off with a command. He tells them not to show favoritism toward certain people (the 

more wealthy in particular). James reminds them that they are “believers in our glorious Lord 

Jesus Christ.” Why would it be hard to show favoritism to people if we remember who we are as 

Christ followers? 

 

 

 

James gives two examples of a rich and poor man who walk into church or their home. Why 

would someone show favor toward a rich man and disdain toward a poor man in the manner 

James describes? 

 

 

 

James says that when you differentiate between people based on their wealth you become judges. 

But not good judges…what kind of judges? (2:4)? 

 

 

 

In verse 5 James tells them how things tend to go with the rich and the poor. Why might the poor 

have an easier time embracing the kingdom of God than the rich? 

 

 

 

James’ point is that we judge by earthly standards we come to a different conclusion than God 

does. Do you think someone treated like the poor man in 2:3 would feel insulted? Why? And yet 

it is the rich, in their day, who were causing them more harm than good (2:6-7). 

 

 

 

James appeals to all men and women as “neighbor” in 2:8. Rich and poor are to be loved alike 

and when we start seeing people on a level playing field we will treat them right. How does 

favoritism keep us from “loving our neighbor”? 

 

 

 

Last, James appeals to us to see others through the lens of mercy. When we judge others harshly, 

the mercy we hope for is forfeit. How have you seen “mercy triumph over judgment” lately? 

What areas of your life could use more mercy? What people do you know who need your mercy? 


