
James 3:1-12 Study Guide 

 
In the first two verses James talks about the possibility of being condemned. Why do you think 

James would say teachers will be held to a higher standard? 

 

 

 

In 3:2 he says that the tongue can get us in a lot of trouble or keep us out of trouble. What does 

James say is the result of someone who is in control of the words they use (the tongue)? 

 

 

 

Next come three examples James uses to help us get a handle on just how powerful the tongue 

really is. He mentions a powerful horse that is controlled by a small piece of metal in its mouth, a 

huge ship that can change course based on one of its smallest parts and a small spark that starts 

small but can burn an entire forest. How is our tongue like each of these three things? 

 

Bit in a horse’s mouth: 

 

Ship’s Rudder: 

 

Spark that starts a forest fire: 

 

What does he say the tongue is full of in 3:8? How is the tongue like that? 

 

 

 

There are many ways our tongue can be like a wild animal. Some struggle with cursing or 

profanity. Others struggle with gossip. Still others have an issue with boasting about themselves. 

In what ways have you found it difficult to keep control of the words you choose to say? 

 

 

 

Notice how that last question was worded. Our words are a choice we make and it is important 

we chose our words to be thoughtful and considerate of how they might impact others. Have you 

ever typed an email only to read and re-read it to make sure it comes across right and you don’t 

upset the person you are writing to? Why is it important we choose our words wisely? 

 

 

Last, he mentions the possible hypocrisy of our words. From the same mouth comes sweet 

praises to God and bitter curses and hostility toward others. Have you ever wrestled with that? In 

what ways this week can you make a conscious effort to let your words be a blessing to others? 


