
James 4:1-6 Study Guide 

 
Isn’t it amazing that James is writing to a group of Christians and refers to fights and quarrels 

among them. It sounds pretty serious! So he is going to address the kind of attitude and spirit 

within us that would lead people to treat each other this way. 

 

Where does James say these types of quarrels come from? (4:1) 

 

 

Then where does he say those desires result in? (4:2) 

 

 

 

There is one word that stands out in the list of things evil desires lead to in the life of a Christian. 

It is in 4:2. “You kill and you covet.” I don’t know if there were any murderers in the church. 

But James seems to be talking like this is going on all over the place. Maybe he is saying that by 

the way you view others you are basically murdering them with your thoughts. See Matthew 

5:21-22. 

 

Why is being angry with someone on level with murdering them? 

 

 

 

When we treat people like they don’t matter it is as if they are dead to us. James says in 4:2-3 

that the solution is to turn to God with our desires and to make sure they are for the proper 

things. If our desires line up with God’s desires then surely there won’t be room for fighting, 

quarreling and murdering each other. 

 

How does James say we should ask God? (4:3) 

 

 

 

How does that prevent us from asking for selfish things? 

 

 

 

Last in this section he talks about the separation between the world and God. What do you think 

it means to be a friend of the world? 

 

 

 

James is not just talking about being friends with people in the world. He is talking about being 

friendly toward the way the world operates. James says that is basically committing adultery 

against God (4:4) because it shows we don’t trust God’s way of doing things and lose our 

commitment to God by attaching ourselves to the world. Last, what good thing does God provide 

to make up for our failures? (4:6) 


