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Romans 14:1-15:13 – Weak and Strong 
 

What is the connection back? 

 

Again, Paul is probably addressing the practical application of the theology/material explained in 

Rom 1-8. 

• We figure he is addressing specific problems in the congregation and we are only hearing 

one side of the conversation – the solution/answer/response of Paul to what he has heard in 

the church. 

Why end this section at 15:13 – he concludes many of his major sections with doxologies (See chps 

8,11) 

 

We learn in Romans 14 that we don’t live in a bubble. The things we do have direct implications on 

others and on our relationship with God. 

Matters that are disputable: 

• Paul makes it clear that some things are more important than others. 

• Some people make EVERYTHING a “test of fellowship” – basically if you don’t agree with 

me you are in error and if you are in error then you are lost. Bases all doctrine on one man’s 

interpretation. 

• But none of us agree on everything! 

• Paul is saying that is actually okay! 

Eating – Kosher laws: 

• Jews were not allowed to eat certain animals (pork, certain reptiles and birds…) 

• They were also not allowed to eat meat that still had blood in it (Deut 12:23-25) 

o That means any meat could be unclean if it was not slaughtered properly. 

o What’s the chance Gentile Roman butchers cared about kosher laws? 

• Add in prevalence of idol worship and meat in the market sacrificed to an idol = not kosher 

• Then add in potential Jewish rejection of Jewish Christians in synagogue = 1 less source of 

kosher meat (thanks to BWIII for info and insight on that!). 

“One man’s faith allowed him to eat anything…” = Gentile 

Another only vegetables = Jew 

Condemnation for things you disagree with (14:3): 

• Paul basically says it is okay to think either way. 

• So don’t judge someone for something that is okay to believe! 

• Paul is not saying to never judge someone. Just don’t divide over the “small stuff” 

• Gentile attitude = he only eats vegetables and feels horrible eating this yummy bacon. What 

a weakling. 

• Jewish attitude = those guys eat all kinds of stuff we were always told growing up not to eat 

because it would make us “unclean” 

So it all comes down to attitudes about clean and unclean (literally “profane”)- 2 spheres of 

existence: 

• Clean/Kosher = Holy Use 

• Unclean/Common/Profane = Unholy use 

• Acts 10:15 & Mark 7:15-20 & Rom 14:14 

God has accepted both: 
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• Slave/master – why that illustration? BWIII gives some great thoughts – basically a 

hierarchy is his approach – you don’t look down/condescend on someone who is on the 

same level you are. In that honor/shame culture you only do that if you are above someone 

else. They are all on the same level under God as master. 

Holy Days (14:5-8): 

• Jew/Gentile issues again – day of atonement, Sabbath, Passover, etc. 

• The message = Jews can’t see these as necessary for salvation and Gentiles shouldn’t look 

down on Jews for practicing. 

• Interesting is he doesn’t call for conformity. Sounds like he thinks these days have cultural 

significance but are no longer necessary (otherwise why allow some not to practice?). It is 

okay for 2 Christians to believe 2 different things on the same issue. 

• Problem – when we judge people on non-essentials. 

14:8 – we belong to the Lord: 

• How would that point of view help us not condescend on others? 

• We realize people are not beholden to us and all of our opinions. 

Practical application for today: 

• There are essentials (faith, belief, baptism, abstaining from sin, etc) 

• There are non-essentials. 

• We stick by one and not the other and allow flex in areas we have different opinions and 

tastes on: 

o Worship style 

o Holy days (Easter, Christmas, Advent, etc) 

o Alcohol even falls under this (See 14:21) 

Christ raised from the dead: 

• Unrelated point? Never. It advances the point Paul is making. 

• 14:9-12 goes back to 14:4 – who has authority to judge? God does. Christ does. Christ is 

Lord and has demonstrated that by his resurrection from the dead. 

• God is the one who has the “judgment seat” and so we don’t hold people to our standards 

but to God’s. 

• 14:12 - While confession is important, slaves don’t have to give an account to other slaves. 

They report to their master who judges their work. 

14:13 – Implication/result of 14:12 – if God is the judge then who are we to take his place? 

Stumbling blocks (14:13): 

• We see the stumbling blocks they were putting in each other’s way: 

o The Jews tried to make Gentiles stumble with the law 

o The Gentiles tried to make Jews stumble with their freedom (violate Jewish 

conscience) 

o What ways can we make people stumble today through things that are “perfectly 

okay”? 

 

A matter of conscience – 14:14 

• Disputable matters are about attitude and conscience 

Acid test – how would your brother receive your actions whether right or wrong? 

• If people view our behavior as sin we should do our best to not make them feel that way. 

There may be times this is very, very hard. When it is, it is important that in those matters 

we don’t take on the role of judge toward those who do things we don’t like or approve of. 
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Peace and mutual edification (14:19-23): 

• Bottom line – we come at this from 2 angles 

o Strong brother – try hard to avoid offending your brother 

o Weak brother – don’t judge your brother who does things you don’t agree with 

(when they are disputable) 

 

14:23 – The test of doubt – don’t do things you are unsure of! 

 

 

Romans 15:1-13 

 

Romans 15:1-13 should really be included in a study of Romans 14. My notes are incomplete on 

this section for now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional notes/thoughts: 

 

Broader Principle - Weak and Strong Faith: 

• Back in 1:17-18 he talked about righteousness that is by faith. 

• Different levels of faith but it is still faith! 

• Notice – he doesn’t condemn weak faith. He doesn’t ask the weak brother to step up and be 

strong first. 

o He asks the strong brothers to bear with the weakness of the weak brothers. 

 

Typical argument – Bill says A, Sam disagrees and says B. Bill wins by claiming he is the weaker 

brother and therefore, Sam has to bend in order to keep Bill from falling away. That is 

manipulation. 

 

No where in here does Paul encourage anyone to be the weak brother or to use it as a defense to get 

your way! 

 

“Paul’s intention is to promote harmony within diversity rather than to remove the diversity – 

otherwise what would be the significance of saying ‘Let everyone be fully convinced in his own 

mind” – Campbell (quoted in BWIII footnote 25 on p.332) 

 

“Paul does not see diversity of lifestyle as the major problem, rather attitudes about those diverse 

lifestyles were. ” (BWIII, 333) 

 

“Paul has no quarrel with those who continue to observe the law so long as they do not seek to 

compel others to live like them! Gentiles must not regard observance of the Jewish law as 
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imcompatible with Christian faith, and Jews must not regard it as essential to Christian faith” – 

Campbell cited in BWIII, 333. 

 

Why vegetables? BWIII gives an excellent explanation – kosher meat was probably unavailable in 

Rome and so what do you do? Avoid meat. If Jewish Christians were not looked favorably on in the 

synagogue then they couldn’t get kosher meat there either. 


