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What is Church? 
Being Called out by God 

 
Lesson 1: Ekklesia 
What do you think of when you hear the word “church”? 
 
Growing up, a lot of us probably thought that it was the building we went to that had a certain street 
address and a certain meeting time. If you thought that, it wasn’t because that is what the Bible teaches. 
You may have thought that because you heard things like “Time to go to church” and that is where you 
went. 
 
But what does the Bible actually say about what church is? This lesson series is going to examine that 
and help us gain a deeper appreciation for Christ’s church, what it is and what we, as the church, are 
called to do. 
 
The word “church” 
The Greek word usually translated “church” is the word Ekklesia (Ek-la-see-uh). Originally this word 
came from two Greek words Ek – “out of” and Kleso – “to call”. Put them together and you get church 
being people who are called out of something. 
 
What do you think we are called out of that makes us “church”? 

 1 Peter 2:11 – we are aliens and strangers in the world 

 This calling out is part of our identity. It defines who we are as God’s people. 
 
Words change 
Over time, the meanings of words change. Take the word “automobile”. It is a compound word: 

 Auto - self 

 Mobile – something that moves 
 
Originally “automobile” meant something that is able to move itself. Do you think about then when you 
hear that word? 
 
Read Acts 19:32 
 
The word “assembly” is the Greek word “ekklesia” but is this a church or just an angry mob? What 
happened? Words change their meaning over time. Ekklesia started out meaning the called out 
eventually became a generic word for a group of people who are brought together for a specific 
purpose.  
 
So back to the Christian church – what is our purpose in gathering together? What are our purposes as 
the assembled people of God? ( Make a list) 

 Worship (Lord’s Supper, singing, prayer) 

 Evangelism 

 Study 



When we talk about “church” we can talk about it on two levels: 

 Read Ephesians 1:22-23 & Acts 8:3 – What does “church” mean there? (The whole church, 
everywhere…like one big congregation of all God’s people) 

 Read Romans 16:5 – What does “church” mean there? (a single, local congregation) 
 
Location doesn’t matter 
Read Romans 16:5 again. Where was the church in Rome meeting? 
 
That is where the early church met. Archaeologists have uncovered a few homes that served as house 
churches and even a few homes that had additions built for church gatherings. 
 
Read Acts 2:46 – Where were they meeting in that verse? 
 
What does that tell us about their attitude about where the church met? – It didn’t matter to them 
where they met…what mattered was that they were meeting with a common identity and purpose.  
 
What makes the church different than some other social organization like Kiwanis or Rotary? 

 Different Identity - We have a common Lord who brings us together into perfect unity! 

 Different Purpose - We are called to a different mission – to reach lost people, worship God, etc. 
 
Bottom line – Church is a who, not a what or a where. Church is about our unique identity in Christ and 
the purpose Christ has called us to. That is what sets us apart from everything else in the world. 
 
Application 
Do you ever struggle with having one foot in the world (from which you were called out of) and one foot 
“in the church”?  
 
How can viewing the church as those who have been called out of the world help you make that shift? 
 
Have you ever struggled to find your purpose?  
 
How might the church (expressed through Sunday morning, LIFE group, close Christian friends, scripture, 
etc) help you identify that and move toward it? 
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Lesson 2: Holy People 
 
What is the first thing that comes to mind when you hear the word “Holy”? 
 
Holiness first has to do with being sacred, special and pure. The result of that sacredness and purity is 
that holiness has to do with being set apart from those things that are not sacred and pure. More on 
that in a moment. 
 
God is holy - Read Isaiah 6:1-7 
 
Why do you think the angels say God is not just holy but “holy, holy, holy”? 

 3 was a complete number in their world. God is completely holy 
 
What also clues us in on God’s holiness in these verses are the actions of those around God:  

 Angels: cover their face (they aren’t looking upon God in this verse) and their feet (a word that 
can mean anything between your waist and your feet). It is probable that they cover their “feet” 
meaning the unpresentable parts of their anatomy (how about that for a gentle way to say it!). 

 Isaiah: What is Isaiah’s response to being in the presence of a perfectly holy God? 

 Why does Isaiah say he is so scared? 
 
God’s holiness reveals our own sinfulness. When you stand in the presence of perfection, our 
imperfection stands out. 
 
God’s presence makes space holy - Read Exodus 3:1-6 
 
What makes that ground holy? 

 The place where God is present is holy. 
 
What is Moses’ reaction to this? 
 
Scripture always makes it very clear that being in the presence of God is an awesome experience. I don’t 
mean awesome like doing a trick on a skateboard awesome…I mean awesome like fall on your face in 
terror awesome. 
 
Apart from God we are unholy – 1 Peter 2:9-10 
These verses tell us two things: 
1 – There was a time when we were all far from God, in darkness 
2 – Now we are God’s people. 
 
What four things does Peter say we are as Christians? 
 



Notice how these symbols are mostly plural. This is not just about individual Christians. Peter is talking 
about the church. This is who we are. We are God’s. We are possessed by Him, bought by Him, owned 
by Him. We are His and so God expects us to live by His holy standards. 
 
In Christ we are made holy – Lev 11:45 
 
This verse tells us that God wants us to be holy like He is holy. So, How do we holy if we have sin in our 
lives? 
 
Hebrews 13:2 
 
How has God made us holy? 
 
Go back to the second point, God’s presence makes places holy. It was true at the burning bush. It was 
true on Mt. Sinai. It was true in the temple. That same principle applies to us. The Bible tells us that if we 
are a Christian, the Holy Spirit dwells in us (Acts 2:38). 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 
 
What holy place of the past does Paul refer to God’s people as? 
 
Just like God made himself present in the temple, he makes himself present in us. Just as the ground 
around the burning bush was holy and sacred, God has made us holy because He dwells in us through 
His Holy Spirit. 
 
This is not just individual Christians. Read 3:17 again 
 
Who does he say make up this holy temple? 
 
Just like in 1 Peter 2:9-10, all of this involves all of God’s people together.  
 
Application 
 
Do you ever feel like it is hard to see yourself as holy because of the times you do sin? 
 
How does knowing Christ’s blood and his sacrifice is what makes you holy, not your living perfectly, give 
you some peace about that? 
 
Does any of this motivate you to put your life into perspective and weed out anything that doesn’t seem 
to fit a holy life lived for God? 
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Lesson 3: A People United 
 
We learned in the last lesson that God is the one who makes us holy. The church are those who God has 
forgiven their sins and called into community. We are all trying to follow Christ and all looking toward 
the same destination in eternity. These things have united people since the very beginning of 
Christianity.  
 
When the church first began in Acts 2 the church was made up exclusively of Jews. Jewish custom was 
that they were not to associate with non-Jews or have them in their homes. The Bible refers to non-Jews 
as Gentiles. It was counter-cultural for Jews and Gentiles to eat together or to be close. We know that 
later on in the church both Jews and Gentiles worshipped in the same churches and didn’t follow that 
rule. So what happened? 
 
Fastforward from Acts 2 to Acts 10 where God reveals some things to two people. First an angel of the 
Lord appears to a God-fearing Gentile named Cornelius. The angel told Cornelius to send some men to 
get the Apostle Peter. At the same time, God gives Peter a vision. In that vision Peter sees a sheet 
coming down from the sky and on the sheet are all kinds of animals. Peter, a Jew, had rules from 
Leviticus about what he could eat (clean animals) and couldn’t eat (unclean animals). God tells Peter to 
eat the unclean animals. Peter says he can’t do that because he doesn’t eat things that are unclean. God 
tells Peter, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”  
 
What do you think God is starting to help Peter to see in regard, not just to food, but to people? 

 God was breaking down the dividing walls that the Jews were used to having – Read Acts 10:28 
 
The men show up and take Peter to Cornelius. Cornelius and his household are filled with the Holy Spirit 
and they started speaking in tongues (10:44-46). Peter then knew that God’s Spirit in them meant God 
was fully accepting them as part of God’s people. So Peter baptized them. 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-13 
What is Paul talking about when he says the body has many parts but they all make up one body? 
 
What does Paul say unifies us, that we all have in common, in 12:13? 
 
In Galatians 3:26-28 Paul writes about the unity that we have as Christians. He says that our unity comes 
through a common faith, a common baptism and a common Lord.  
 
What does Paul say the result of that commonality is in Galatians 3:28? 

 Through Christ the distinctions that the world makes between people no longer matter. 
 
Why does the world love to divide and categorize people? 
 



Why is it so important that in the church we are able to put those worldly distinctions behind us as 
unimportant and insignificant? 
 
If we, as Christians, are not able to be united with people from a diverse ethnic and socio-economic 
backgrounds then we have missed the point. What is more, Christians like that won’t be able to convince 
the world about Christ - Read John 17:20-23 
 
Who does Jesus say he is praying for in these verses? 

 These words of Jesus are directed right at all of us today. 
 
Many people may have never known that during Jesus lifetime, he prayed for us. That is staggering. 
What is more, notice what he actually prayed for – UNITY. 
 
Jesus has a great desire that His people (that means us) are united in their faith. What does Jesus say the 
world will believe if we have unity as Christians? (17:21) 
 
What sorts of things have brought disunity and division among God’s people? 

 If you can name it, it has probably split a church somewhere. 
 
There are tens of thousands of Christian denominations in the world today. The word denomination is 
another word for a category or division. Christians have experienced so many divisions over the last 
2000 years that you would think people would have taken Jesus more seriously on his call to be united. 
 
There is a little phrase that is helpful in figuring out how we can be united without having perfect 
agreement on every single issue with every single person. It is called “Unity with uniformity” – What do 
you think that means? 

 We recognize our commonality in Christ without being uniform on every single matter. 
 
Application 
Why do you think Christians are so divided today? 
 
What are some things that might help us bridge some of that without sacrificing the truth of scripture? 
 
Have you ever been tempted to be divisive (causing division)? What did you do with that? 
 
How can we stay focused on unity in a world that is so focused on division? 
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Lesson 4: A People of Worship 
What is “Worship”? 
 
Worship is showing the worth of someone or something. It is giving God honor and praise. Worship is 
expressing the glory of God and how much God means to us. Many people think worship just consists of 
singing songs to God. That is one part of worship but there is a lot more to worship than just singing.  
 
What are some of the nicest things anyone has done for you? 
 
How did you react? Were you thankful? Why? 
 
Can you imagine doing something big for someone and they just didn’t seem like they cared. So here is 
the BIG thing – Jesus died for your sins even though you didn’t deserve it. You deserved death but Christ 
gave you new life. So what do you do with that? How do you respond to God’s actions? 
 
Worship reflects real life 
In the Bible, the songs they sang are often connected with thankfulness over real events. For example, 
when God parted the Red Sea and the Hebrews walked through on dry ground. God saved their lives. 
The next thing they did on the other side was sing a song of praise to God (Exodus 15). When an angel 
told Mary she would have a son who would be Messiah, she sang (Luke 1:46-55). Worship comes from a 
heart of gratitude but it is more than just feeling thankful. It involves expressing our thanks and living 
out our thanks. 
 
What do you think it means to live like we are thankful to God for what He has done? 

 If God gave us new life, we should live for Him and avoid sin and worldly desires 
 
Zoom out: Read Romans 12:1-2 
 
What does Paul say worship is in these verses? 
 
We often think about how we live, the things we do and don’t do, that they are important to God 
because God wants us to do the right things and avoid the wrong things. There is so much more to our 
behavior than that. Here Paul teaches us that what we do with our bodies is worship. Not just any kind 
of worship, some translations say “this is your true and proper worship”. Other translations say, “this is 
your spiritual act of worship.” How we live matters to God because how we live can honor and praise 
God or dishonor God and bring Him shame. 
 
How does a life lived for God bring God praise? 
 
Have you ever done something that when you really thought about it, you realized that God got a lot of 
praise because of what you did or how you treated someone? 
 



Big picture – your life is lived in worship to God. So what you do matters. 
 
God is the center of worship 
We don’t worship people or things. We worship the creator of heaven and earth. 
There is a temptation to make ourselves the central focus of worship. You often here that in what 
people complain about. People say things like, “They didn’t sing any songs I like or that song leader was 
too fast or I just didn’t get anything out of worship this morning. What does that signify? 
 
Worship is not about us. It is about us pouring ourselves out to God and giving Him what he deserves. 
When you do that, it is not very likely that you will get offended in the process! 
 
What kind of statements would put God back at the center? 

 Example – Wasn’t God glorified this morning?!? 
 
Worship is Counter-Culture  
Our culture loves and values personal authority and seeking self-fulfillment. Worship undoes both of 
those. 
 
How does worship demonstrate and uplift God’s authority over us? 
 
How is self-fulfillment put behind us when we come into the presence of God? 
 
Application 
 
How might your life better worship the God you love, who has done so much for you? 
 
What things get in the way of you worshipping God like you know He deserves? How can you get those 
distractions out of the way? 
 
Exercise – Close with a few songs that are songs focused on God. 
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Lesson 5: Mission 
Christ’s church is on a mission. When you read the book of Acts you see the church on the move. 
Christians are reaching out to non-Christians. Lost people are saved. God is being glorified. The church is 
growing. In Acts, we see the church as a movement. It is a movement that is advancing God’s purposes 
in this world. The great thing is, as Christians, we are all a part of that and we continue on that mission 
today. 
 
Misconception – Official ministers, deacons and elders do all the ministry of the church. 
 
What does 1 Peter 2:5, 9 call Christians? 
 
This verse says all Christians are God’s priests. There are not the spiritual elite and the spiritually poor. 
The haves and the have not’s of spirituality. We can all approach God. We can all serve. We can all 
minister in various ways. The church can get in trouble when only a few are doing the ministry of the 
church. Involvement is crucial to your growth. 
 

3 Missions of the Church 
 
Mission #1: Evangelism/Outreach 
We know evangelism is important because Jesus told us we are supposed to reach out to the world to 
make disciples (Christ-followers). It really is that simple. Read Matthew 28:19-20 
 
The first Christians took Jesus’ command so seriously that they reached the known world in a 
generation. 
 
Why is the Gospel (good news about Jesus) so important that we share it with others? 
 
What was it about the Gospel/Jesus that you decided to become a Christian? 
 
How did other people play a role in that? 
 
How do you think you could play a role in reaching out? 
 
Mission #2: Edification 
That is a fancy word for building each other up. Read Ephesians 4:11-16 
 
Paul mentions various gifts that God has given people. What does Paul say happens when we use the 
gifts God gives us? 

 Christians are built up, we become mature, attain the fullness of Christ, we grow and mature as 
the body of Christ 



God wants His church to grow. The way we grow is through service, through study, through loving and 
supporting each other. 
 
How do you feel you could serve to build up other Christians? 
 
In what ways have other Christians supported you? How was that meaningful to you when it happened? 
 
Exercise: There are about 100 verses in the New Testament where Christians are told to do certain 
things for “one another”. See the third page of this lesson for a list of some of them. As you look over 
that list which ones stand out to you? 
 
Mission #3: Benevolence 
Another fancy word for being compassionate and helpful to those who are hurting. Jesus helped the 
hurting, so did the early Christians and so should we. Read Luke 4:18-21 
 
How did we see Jesus show compassion to the hurting? 
 
How does the church do that today? 
 
In what ways can you engage in benevolent activities in the lives of the people you encounter? 
 
Application 
Why do you think God sends his church on assignments like these? 
 
In a world full of hurting people, where we will never be able to help every single one, why is it still 
important that we help people? 
 
What are some ways you have engaged in any of these three things and what good came from it? 
 
What are some challenges you have faced I helping people, reaching the lost or encouraging other 
Christians? 
 

Summary 
Looking back on these lessons about the identity of the church, what has been the most important to 
you? 
 
What are some areas of strength that you have found in your life group and in Northwest that you think 
God is using for growth? 
 
In what ways do you feel compelled to use your gifts and time for God, for God’s people, and for others? 

 

 



One Another Passages 

Things to do in regard to each other: 
 Rom 12:10 – Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 

 Rom 12:16 – Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people 
of low position. 

 Rom 13:8 – Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who 
loves his fellowman fulfilled the law. 

 Rom 14:19 – Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to building up one 
another (=mutual edification) 

 Rom 15:7 – Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. (notice 
here how we treat each other has a direct relationship to our relationship with God) 

 12:25 – so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for 
each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 

 Gal 5:13-14 - You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful 
nature; rather serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’” 

 Gal 6:2 – Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

 Eph 4:2 – Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 

 Eph 4:32–Be kind & compassionate to one another, forgiving each other just as in Christ God forgave you 

 Eph 5:22 – Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

 Phil 2:3 – Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than 
yourselves. 

 Col 3:13 – Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. 

 1 Thess 3:12 – May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, 
just as our does for you. 

 1 Thess 4:18 – Therefore encourage each other with these words 

 Heb 10:24 – And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 

 James 5:16 - Therefore, confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 

 1 Peter 1:22 – Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love 
for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. 

 1 Peter 4:9 – Offer hospitality to one another, without grumbling. 

 1 Peter 5:5 – Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe 
yourselves with humility toward one another. 

 1 John 1:7 – But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus, his son purifies us from all sin. 

 
Things to avoid doing to each other: 

 Rom 14:13 - Let us stop passing judgment on one another. 

 Gal 5:15 – if you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each 
other. 

 Gal 5:26 – Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 

 Col 3:9 – Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on 
the new self 

 James 4:11 – Brothers, do not slander one another. 

 James 5:9 – Do not grumble against each other. 
 


